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Protest and Free Expression 

Tue 9/13 | Civic Literacy, Media Literacy 

As a current event bellringer we discussed San Francisco 49er Colin Kaepernick’s 
ongoing silent protest of what he deems are wrongdoings against African Americans 
and minorities in the United States –– in particular the all-to-frequent shooting deaths 
of unarmed African American men at the hands of police officers. We watched several 
news accounts of Kaepernick’s protest to evaluate how it is being covered from both 
sides of the political spectrum. We then talked about how this type of peaceful protest 
is guaranteed by the First Amendment –– as is the right of others to criticize, which he 
seems willing to bear.
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Marbury v. Madison, a Landmark Case 

Wed 9/14 | Civic Literacy 

Today, as part of our discussion of the separation of powers, we covered the United 
States Supreme Court case Marbury v. Madison. This landmark case established the 
principle of Judicial Review which allows the Court to declare void any act of Congress 
that it deems unconstitutional. We watched a video discussing the history and impact 
of the case. The class then role-played the events leading up to the case which helped 
to reinforce the dramatic nature of the political events leading up to the case and why 
John Marshall, as both a participant in these events and the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, is such an important figure in our history.  

�2



Presidential Debate #1 

Tue & Wed 9/27-26 | Civic Literacy, Media Literacy 

We spent two days watching the first of three Presidential debates. The students were 
asked to pay particular attention to the questions posed, the responses and rebuttals 
of each candidate, any body language or verbal cues, and the format and moderation 
of the debate. The class was given a quiz focusing on the economic portion (see 
following page). This quiz covered topics including each candidates position on the 
current state of the economy, their job creation, tax and trade plans and how they 
would address the issue of offshoring. Students were asked to evaluate the candidates 
on the specificity of their own plans and how well they attacked their opponents plans. 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Dylan Awarded Nobel Prize 

Mon 10/10 | Cultural Literacy, Civic Literacy, Media Literacy 

Current event class opener: Bob Dylan was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. We 
talked about Dylan’s influence on music and politics and noted that this was a 
somewhat controversial decision because there are those who don’t believe that 
songwriting rises to the same level as literature. While this discussion was focused 
primarily on the intersection of art, culture, and politics, we were also able to tie it into 
the current Presidential election due to the fact that Dylan has often cited folk singer 
and political activist Woody Guthrie as one of his greatest influences. Oddly enough, a 
Woody Guthrie song from 1952 was recently discovered. Entitled “Old Man Trump," the 
song is about Fred Trump, the father of Donald Trump, and racial housing 
discrimination in New York City.
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Bob Dylan is in 
the 2 percent 
club of 
songwriters 
whose lyrics are 
interesting on 
the page… 
-Billy Collins, former United 
Sates Poet Laureate 



Presidential Debate #3 

Mon 10/10 | Civic Literacy, Media Literacy 

Today we watched the third and final Presidential debate of the 2016 election. We 
discussed the moderation style, which had been the subject of considerable criticism 
after the past two debates, and what important subjects the students believe were 
neglected during the three debates. The students then completed the Debate: Media 
Literacy Analysis worksheet (see following page).
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Swing States: State Fairs & Straw Polls 

Tue 10/25 | Civic Literacy, Media Literacy 

Today we discussed swing states or battleground states. We talked about what a 
swing state is, which states fall into this category in 2016, how they became swing 
states (demographic changes, rural/urban divide, etc) and why they’re so important in 
the election process. We compared the experience of living in a swing state (media 
saturation) during a hotly contested election vs. living in a state with a settled and 
predictable voting outcome (like California or Oklahoma). The lesson was centered on 
The Anatomy of Swing States infographic.
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Analyzing TV Ads Aired During Debates 

Wed 10/26 | Media Literacy, Civic Literacy 

We watched the Audi, Jeep, and Tecate TV ads that ran during the Presidential 
debates. In each ad we looked for subtle or hidden political references and discussed 
what message the brands were trying to communicate in each spot. We talked about 
the risks and rewards of advertising in close proximately to such highly charged 
political events. The students used the Commercial Persuasion Analysis worksheet to 
evaluate each spot (see following page). 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Notably, a few 
ad-makers 
decided to play 
politics — or, at 
least, play with 
politics. 
-Rob Walker, Time 



�10



Presidential Campaign Imagery 

Thu 10/27 | Civic Literacy, Media Literacy, Visual Literacy 

Using The Psychology of Presidential Campaign Signs infographic, we discussed the 
history of political imagery in presidential campaigns and some of standard visual 
techniques/conventions that are used to communicate with and persuade voters. We 
talked about the psychology behind how and why this imagery is used by political 
candidates and whether or not the political imagery we’re used to seeing in the United 
States is any different from that which we have historically condemned as 
“propaganda”.
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Political Ad Storyboarding Activity 

Tue & Wed 11/1-2 | Media Literacy, Civic Literacy 

Over the last few weeks the class had watched a number of political TV ads for specific 
ballot propositions, both pro and con. Their assignment was to now break up into small 
groups and create a storyboard for their own 30-second political ad. Each group was 
instructed to: 1) select one of the 17 ballot propositions we had studied (no Prop 60); 2) 
decide on a position – either pro or con; 3) using they facts they’ve learned about the 
propositions, construct an argument which supports their chosen position; and 4) 
create a storyboard for their political ad that made a convincing, compelling, and 
evidence-based argument either for against their chose proposition. 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“Create a 
storyboard for a 
political ad that 
makes a 
convincing and 
compelling case 
for your 
argument.” 
-Assignment Instructions 



Poster Power - Get Out The Vote 

Tue 11/3 | Visual Literacy, Civic Literacy 

I presented a selection of posters from the AIGA’s annual Get Out The Vote civic design 
program. The class discussed what they thought the message was that each poster 
conveyed and what visual cues were used by the designers to communicate it. The 
students then used the S.I.G.H.T. Method worksheet (see following page) to critically 
analyze the poster of their choice.
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Election Day 

Tue 11/8 | Civic Literacy, Media Literacy 

It’s finally Election Day 2016! Today we began class with a mock election voting on the 
President, US Senator, a number of CA state offices, and the ballot propositions. We 
spent the remainder of the class time watching live election coverage.
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Election Results, Questions & Concerns 
Wed 11/9 | Civic Literacy 

As a Student Teacher in a Grade 12 US Government class this was about as interesting 
and challenging a day as I can imagine. The students were uniformly shocked by the 
election results and there was a considerable amount of uncertainty over what had 
happened and concern about what might happen next. We spent the part of our class 
time discussing the results, available election data (demographics, turnout, exit 
polling), and the results of the class mock election. We then went on to address 
questions about the process, results, and next steps; then shared what everyone was 
thinking and feeling about the outcome and the future. This will be an ongoing area of 
discussion as the transition begins.
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How We Vote. Can We Do Better? 
Thu 11/10 | Civic Literacy 

With voter turnout being a consistent problem in the US, today we looked at what we 
could learn from other countries that might enable us to fix our system and get more 
Americans out to vote. Using the Are American’s Doing It Wrong? infographic, we 
compared the voter turnout in the US to that of other developed nations (we don’t fair 
well) then looked at how differences in the voting processes may allow them to engage 
and motivate their citizens to participate at significantly higher levels. 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Before The Flood 

Thu 11/10 & Mon 11/14 | Civic Literacy, Media Literacy 

We watched the documentary film “Before The Flood” in class over the course of two 
days. We followed up this viewing with a history of global climate change agreements 
and what they have achieved as well as where they have fallen short. We talked about 
the political and economic forces oppose large-scale efforts to address climate change 
in this country, including climate change denial in Congress and the politicization of 
science (see following page). We also discussed what the recent Presidential election 
could mean to environmental regulation and the fight against climate change. 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MEDIA,
CIVIC,
&VISUAL
LITERACY

OBSERVATIONJOURNAL

LITERACY IN THE 21ST CENTURY

By Stephen Watkins

THIS CLASSROOM OBSERVATION WAS CONDUCTED OVER THREE MONTHS
IN THE GRADE 12 US GOVERNMENT CLASSES OF MASTER TEACHER MR.
PETER DALAND

The focus of my observation was on how media, civic, and visual literacy impacts the students
understanding of news, current events and the ongoing political discussion surrounding the 2016
Presidential and State election. I believe that the development of these types of literacy is critical
to preparing students to be informed and engaged citizens.
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